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Description of the Chumayel 
 
Chumayel: 58 leaves (1, 50, and 55 missing); 20 cm by 14 cm. 

Compiled by Juan Jose Hoil, 1782. 

Place compiled: Chumayel. 

Original: Princeton University Library. 

Copies: Photographs in Gordon (1913); Maler (1887?). 

Transcripts: Barrera Vasquez (1949, ms), Berendt (1869), Roys (1933). 

Note: The format of the page numbers given in this reproduction is “Page 2r / 1”. 
The first number, with “r” or “v”, is the folio numbering of that page and the 
second number is the Gordon photo-reproduction page numbering. On the upper 
right-hand corner of the recto of most folios a folio number is given by the 
original scribe, don Juan José Hoil.1 

Because the Gordon photo-reproduction of the Chumayel is the most accessible 
copy of this manuscript, Gordon page numeration is also given here even though 
it is clear both from the text and the folio numbering that leaves 1, 50, and 55 are 
missing. Beyond this, upon further inspection of the pages it becomes clear that 
there are further problems with the Gordon page numbering system beginning 
with Gordon page 23 / folio number 13r. In the Gordon reproduction the verso of 
folio 13r is blank and not shown. The next page in Gordon is page 24 which is 
folio 14r. While Gordon page 24 is mostly blank, the drawing on its verso is 
evident, and is given as Gordon page 25. Then comes Gordon page 26 which is 
the verso of folio 15. Page 15r is again blank and not shown in the Gordon 
reproduction. For the next folio, 16, only the page 16r is shown as Gordon page 
27, and again the blank page 16v is not shown. Gordon page 28 is folio 17r. 

From this point until Gordon page 72 / folio 39 both sides of the folios are shown. 
However, the verso side of folio 39 is blank and once again is not shown, so the 
next Gordon page, page 73, is page 40r. 

Another interesting feature in numbering is that starting on verso of folio 51 / 
Gordon page 94 there is in the upper left-hand corner the number 15. On 
successive versos of folios this number counts down until the number 8 on page 
58v / Gordon page 107. In as much as the final word on page 58v is “Finis”, the 
question is was this actually the last page of the manuscript, or were there an 
additional 7 folios which are now missing. 

In the reproduction given here the blank and missing pages will be indicated so 
that the book will appear as it is in its present state. 

                     
1 For some of the folios, up through folio 20, there is a second folio number in a different hand 
directly below the one written by don Juan José Hoil. 
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Missing2 

                     
2 Pages 1v-2v of the Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel contain what appear to be five different 
rituals. Of these five rituals the first, second, fourth and fifth involve world directions.  

Ritual 1 (lines H001-H006) gives the names of the founders of the Canul, Cauich, Noh and Puch 
lineages. From the folio numbering it is clear that the first folio of the Chumayel is missing. It seems 
evident that this ritual was already begun on the now missing folio, with the final line of each stanza 
of the ritual talking about the attributes of the hut or arbor (pazel) of the lineage in question. The 
final lines of this ritual, given on Page 2r, are: 

v chun vui[ni]cil ah Canule 
Yx Sac [vaxim, ix] culun [cha]cah: yixmehen pa[sel: ek] u pasel 
y[ax]um: v chu[n] v uinicil [Cauiche]. 
Yahau ah nohol v chun v uinicil Ah Noh 
[Ix]-Kan-tacay u kaba u chun u uinicil A[h] Puche. 
Bolonppel yoc haa u cananmaob, bolonppel uitz u cananmaob 

(Note: the material in brackets [...] is supplied by Berendt, who made a copy of the Chumayel 
when it was in better shape.) 

If this ritual is in some way connected to Ritual 2 (lines H008-H039) then it would seem that pazel 
(hut, arbor) should have a world direction color as is true of its synonym dzulbal in Ritual 2. This 
would also indicate that a line with the phrase kan u pazel (yellow is their hut) is missing after the 
line ending in u chun u uinicil Ah Puche, a problem not uncommon in the Chumayel. Furthermore, 
on Page 1v there should have been lines which included the words chac u pazel and zac u pazel to 
complete the cycle of world direction colors. 
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