WHALING
AND

WHALING EQUIPMENT

375



WHALING AND WHALING EQUIPMENT

Virtually everyone visiting the Nootka Sound area was
impressed by the whaling efforts of the Yuguot Nootkans,
especially since their egquipment seemed inadequate for the
awesome task. But whale they did and on a fairly regular
basis during spring and early summer. Even though they were
often unsuccessful, when they scored not only did the chief
whaler's prestige increase considerably, but also a great
guantity of food was made available during a time of year
usually known for its relative scarcity of consumables.

The importance of whaling is further indicated by the constant

references to great whalers in Nootkan legends and mvtha.

EARLY EXPLOEEES

Cook and his men were impressed with the Nootkans' ability

to hunt and kill whales. Although whether or not the British
actually saw Nootkans pursue qr harpoon a whale is not recorded,
they did glean sketchy descriptions of the hunt and the

equipment from little-understood conversations, whaling scenes

depicted on Nootkan hats and clothing, and observation of the

whaling egquipment.
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The Nootkans' whaling harpoon was a 12-=ft. to 15-ft,
long shaft cut into a wedge at one end. The wedged end was
set into the socket of a barbed harpoon point about 6 in.
long made of two large whalebone barbs lashed together to
form an inverted "V" at the base. An oval sharpened mussel
shell blade was fixed between the barbs with a sinew resembling
catgut and resin. The resin was also used to £i11 the
concave side of the shell point so both sides were smooth
and symmetrical. Zbout two or three fathoms of sinew line
almost an inch thick were attached to the head of the harpoon
and the shaft. Several inflated bladders made of sealskin
and possibly whale intestine were attached to the line further
down its length and at the end of the line was an eye to which
another line could be attached. Porpoises and, in one case,
sea otters were hunted with a similar but smaller harpoon.

Men in as many as ten canoces pursued a whale. When the
harpoon was forced into a whale, the shaft separated from the
head and floated on the water like a buoy. The sinew line and
attached bladders remained connected to the head. The canoes,
apparently lashed together by a line the occupants held, followed
the harpooned whale until it E}red from its wound and the effort
of trying to pull the bladders down when it dove. Then the
hunters killed it with more harpoons and whalebone spears and
towed it ashore. The hunters also used a spontoon-shaped
iron spear to kill whales, probably after they had been
harpooned (Ellis 1783: 221-2; Ledyard 1783: 77; Cook 1785:

328-0; 1967: 321, 1103, 1324-5, 141901; Zimmerman 1930: 74;
ATL; BCa, a).
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Henking described and illustrated a whaling harpoon
and line apparently collected from the Nootka Sound area
during Cook's visit (Cook 1967: 1324). The harpoon head was
16.5 cm. long, had an elongated oval shape and was formed
by two bone barbs with broad rounded tips between which was
a mussel shell point 11.2 cm. long. The barbs and mussel
shell point were lashed together with "animal skin" coated
with a resinous substance to bind the harpoon head together
firmly. PR very strong line, 586 cm. long, was attached to
the harpeon head underneath the binding. The core of the line
was formed by three thick ropes of an unidentified material,
each rope formed by thinner, twisted cords. The three thick
ropes were bound together by cords of "animal tendons"; wide
cords were used near the harpoon head and narrower ones
some distance from the head. The line ended in a loop formed
by what the translater referred to as "knotting," but the
end of the line was actually turned up and lashed to a point
near its terminus with the same animal tendons that encased
the entire line. Henking described another harpoon almost
identical to the one described above except that the barbs
were made of "walrus tusk" and the shell point was missing

(Henking 1957: 369-70).
EARLY TRADERS

Unfortunately, Strange merely listed a few unidentifiable

terms for Yuguot Nootkans whaling gear; however, Meares's
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records were much more complete. According to him the

harpoons the Yuguot Nootkans used for whaling and taking other
sea mammals except otters had a shaft from 18 ft. to 28 £t.
long. A large bone "cut in notches" was spliced to one end of
the shaft and served as a "secure hold for the harpoon”
fastened to it with thongs. The harpoon point was formed of a
large oval mussel shell, sharpened on both sides, set into
another piece of bone about 3 in. long to which a line made

of sinews of different animals was lashed. The line, several
fathoms long was also attached to the harpoon shaft. The

shaft floated after the whale was struck, supported by the
air-filled seal skins or fish bladders attached to it. DMeares
was apparently describing a harpoon formed of a wooden shaft, a
notched bone foreshaft with a composite harpoon head formed of
a shell blade and two bone balves serving as barbs. (His
description implies that the harpoon shaft was used as a drogue.)
(Meares 1791, 2: 52=3).

The Yugquot Nootkans preferred to hunt "those small whales
with hunches on their backs, as being the most easy to kill."
Whales were hunted in all kinds of weather. In preparation
for the hunt, the chief dressed in sea otter skins, smeared
his body with o0il and daubed it with red ochre. Only the
bravest, most active and wvigourous men in his service
accompanied him. The whaling canoes were large enough to hold
18 or 20 men; they were smaller than war cances, but larger

than those used ordinarily.
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The chief, as principal harpooner, was the first to strike
the whale., The harpooned whale dove, carrving the shaft and
all the attached bladders with it. The chief and his
companiongs in several other cances of the same size as the
chief's followed the whale and when it broke surface, used their
harpoons until the whale could no longer dive because of the
large nurbers of buoys attached to the harpoons. After the
whale drowned or died of some other cause, it was towed to
shore amidst shouts and general rejoicing. The whale was
butchered immediately, part of it eaten at a feast and the
remainder divided among those who had participated in the hunt

(Meares 1791, 2: 22, 53=4).

SPANISH OCCUPATION
According to Haswell, the whaling harpoon had a 9-ft. long shaft.
The butt of the shaft was as thick as a man's arm, but tapered
toward the other end fitted into a small socket in the harpoon
head. The harpoon head, formed by a strong mussel shell point,
was attached to barbs with "gum and worp" made of whale sinew.
The attached line was also made of whale sinew. A number of
seal skins turned inside out and inflated served as buoys
and prevented the whale from diving too deeply (Howay 1941: 66).
Ingraham generally described harpoons as made of bone or
mussel shell fixed into a bone shank. Although most of the
Yuguot Nootkans' lines were made of kelp or cedar bark, those

used for whaling were made of whale sinew, were about as thick
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as a man's thumb and generally were not more than five fathoms
long. ©One end of the line was attached to the harpoon and
the other to a bladder. When the harpoon entered a whale, the
shaft separated from its socket and the harpoon point
remained in the whale, the line connecting it to a bladder.
The most expert voung whalers and six companions would
paddle some distance from shore near the entrance to the
socund. As soon as they sighted and struck a whale, a loockout
onshore alerted the men of the willage who rapidly launched
30 to 40 canoes and went out to assist the crew who had
harpooned the whale. As each of the arriving canoes approached
the whale as it came up to breathe, the men struck it with
harpoons. When the whale could no longer dive, it was killed
with more harpoons and spears, then towed ashore (AGN, 65/18).
According to Mozino, the Yuquot Nootkans' whaling canoces
were not guite 15 ft. long (along the bottom), were slightly
less than 23 ft. wide and only held three or four men. When
the hunters approached a whale, one threw a harpoon mounted
on a heavy shaft. The shaft was withdrawn from the imbedded
harpoon head by a cord attached to it and at the same time
another hunter threw his harpoon. A line linked this harpoon
to an inflated bladder. WNothing the Yugquot Nootkans hunted
was more profitable toc them or was more solemnly celebrated
than a whale. The chief was present at the distribution of
the catch and then gave a feast for z2ll the village residents

(Mozino 1913).
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Eliza and Pantoja described a whale hunt in which 20 or
30 canoes of hunters participated. The hunters surrounded
the whale and a man in one of the largest cances threw the
first harpoon. One end of a cedar bark line 2% in. thick and
50 fathoms long was attached to the harpoon and the other end
of the line was attached to an inflated sealskin buoy. Each
buoy was painted with the chief's mark sc the chief to whom
the whale belonged could be identified if the whale eluded
the hunters but died and came ashore in a territory not
belonging to that chief. The chief who owned the dead whale
invariably presented a gift to the chief who had rights to
the area where the dead whale was found. The writer of the

Log of the Chatham added that whaling was not limited to the

sea coast, but extended to the various inlets where many
whales were found. The Yuguot Nootkans preferred whale
flesh although they also hunted seals and porpoises (AGN,
69/7; PAC, MG 12 A, Adm 55/17; Wagner 1933: 161).

SPORADIC CONTACT

According to Jewitt (and most before him) the harpoon head
used in whaling was formed by two bone barbs with sharpened
cuter edges. A space between the two barbs formed a2 socket
into which the shaft was placed. The barbs were firmly lashed
together with whale sinew and their tips fitted to hold the
sharpened mussel shell point secured with pine resin. A 9-ft.

long whale sinew line was attached to the harpoon head and a
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7 The historical devslopment of the Nootkra Sownd ares is exbrensly
gcomplex, net only because rights to house sand villags sites, rivers,

and whole sress changed heands through time, bubk also hecause sach

stetah ol ) X . K _
! Jineage seems to have a dlfferent version of thess events. Sometimes
L el ¥ Lo pfé =
life-long fri=nds from differentihﬂeﬂ.@gs do not know each other's

traditions, concentrating on end remshmbering only stories of thelr own

(SR TR  y .

£ iimeage. Although p?e?‘ricﬂuﬁ investigabors' datae do not always agrees
with mine, their INootkan respondents wzduubtedlf telizved the tradi-
tions told them, as 4did those Hootkans who talked with me. . Any aitenph
to correlate the various ldéwedgs traditions in detall is at timss as
AL TFficult as placing the proverbisl round p=g in =2 sguare hole) however,
a general historic cutline seems fairly :lef_:rr and I will follow that
autline to form o detaitlsd enalvsiz of all that I have learned sbout
the ethnonistory of the Nootka Bound area.

Acecording to & myrth recorded in the 18th century, the Tirst innzb-
itant of Neotka Scind was & lone woman whom the god "Quauts' erested asd
left in the zigomy forest sround Naguot. Her only companlions were dex
without antlers, dogs without tails, and birds without wings. lMeurning
her sad fats and great loneliness, she often cried lowdly wnvlil Quadts .
moved by her tesrs, reéturted £ & Yuguot in & copper panaé propslisd by
many handzome youths using coppsr padiles. She was stunnsd by the sizht

and one «of the youths had to tell her that Quasuts bimself had come to

&y
+

wigd Land provids her with the companionzinip zhe so greatly dzsired.

Touched by the god's magnenisdtyr. shs broke inte tsars agein., She wipsd
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her nose and threw ile muccus onte the sand, but Quauts ¢rders4d her o
retrieve it and, to her delight, she saw that it had been transformed
into & living, ministure man (ant3kt, the Trassformer—Culiurs Hero of
the Northern Nootkans [Drucker 1951: 4527,  According to a lester tradi-
tion, antdkt was created near mowinis, o village rclose to Yuguot [Boas
1915: 9014.]}. Quau{;s crdered the woman to pick up the tiny crezsture,
place him in a shell proportionste to his size and place him in l=rgsr
shells as he grev. Quauts gave antlers to the deer, tails to the dogs,
and wings to the birds, and faen ledt T;éuot. The tiny man grew and,
gz directed, the woman provided nim with succsssively larger shells as
v . Fh sty
hiz cradlesuntil he could wallk: He grew older =znd his firs?ﬂact aom;T
:-mxwas to impregnate his guardisn=mistress. - Their first-born- is- con=-
sidered (by right of primogeniture) the ancestor of all the chiefs% el
cCOmmonars argtdesaend&d from his younger brothers (Mozifio 1913 gos
Meares [lTEl‘?::GQ*TE] for & slightly different versicn of +this tradi-
tian).

Az local tradition is sometimes derived from historieal weslity,
the first-born of the lonely woman and her lover may have been the first
chief of Yuguet hovever, he probably wag not the first ghief af tﬁa
Moachat as we know them todsy. More recently recorded trsditions suggsst

sucte boobde

that the TGmigtskam¥ath or the nay'itsaptakamdth, or both lEmemges atb

different times, counted Yuquc}t. BMGTIE their territorisl FOESEEEIDHE H.ﬂﬂ._,ﬂ
- g 3 3 . |f oo SRR

':_.
allowed no other Yimeages to bWild houses there, ’hﬂ_.% me:r were def‘eaueﬂj

If the TUmIgtakamtath inhabited Yuguot, a2 tradition Curtis recorded
(1916: 184~ ‘éﬁ} suggests that they were conguered by = legendary chisf
- - . . . - {_ a-"d =
yaris of +ha yatlsctakimliith end nime othsr Jimeages who ware Jealous of

them beeause the beach at Yuguot was piled high with the bones of dead
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Els
whales (indicative not only of an abundsnce of food, but also of The great
supernatural powers of the Umlgtak&miath) and because the Tmlgtakimiith
bhed become one of Lthe most powerful E*QHP1 in the aresz through thelr many
e
merrisges with northern and scuxherﬁayenple. LAfter thelr defest, the
imigtakamIach fled to nearhy hisnit, thedir traditional autumn villege,
bresetbotds
and the yallactakimlith snd the nine other Zinessss established themselves
at Yuguot.
Another traditicon congerns the nsy'itsiptakimifth as former owners
of Yoguot. At one time or another, the éay'itsé;takémléth are credited
L P i
with having rights to several sites and territaries_ﬁd.ah-—gim- credence
to the zccoumt that they onee held s 51Lfficieuti}' important position in
the Nootka Sound ares ito have been at lesst one of the "owners" of Yuguot.
Aecording to & Tlupanz Inlet respondent, the nay'iisfrtshintith wers
represented in the villege by ten brothers who held 511 territorial Yights
thers and =211 the potlatch zesats as well. dAngersd by this, the

way Uastaklnd &tk turned on the nay"{tséptakin?ath and killed the ten brothers,
_ X0
teking over the right to aszign th?&nca wecant house sites and potlaich
seats to whomevar they wished. Besides Tuguot, the yailactakiémiith also
aequired additicnsl territory along the lower part of lootka Sound.
Although one respondent related that a legendery saiyates’ &ih chief
directed the war against the esrly inhabitants of Yuguot, and another that
the nisdgéth started the war to avenge the murdsr of s nisagdth woman by
her Tmigtakémiith husband, it Tg Tairly asrt thet 2 chisd of the
L-'-?\.-L-'q-E L"!:‘. . A
yazlactakamtdth, aided by D.herﬂhrne&ges, took over the willage site, in-
cluded the defesnted people in the loecsl gllianes, and diztribuated house

sites end potlatch seats. He was awarded first place (highest renk) and

all 1fs inhersnt rights and privileges by wirtue of his role in the eongilest
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But, according to a haivanmwictzldm¥ath resmondert, +he yalhactakinXath
chief received first position at Yoouet because this was the T=2n% he

held at kiipti orior %o taking Yumot.
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RS ?
the same *1ﬂf£:;;£

j -...,.J-t.ﬁ_ Mrr"*‘g

Euquot ad sole cwners Hduhervaere seversl

he Tmigtakamiath and the nay'itséptakimiith

Tl 'r"z

groups of peoulﬂf11v1hg¥rFFdFé out31ae beacreé‘nnrtu of Yquﬂt}stretchlng
4

from bhe—site—of mowinis to Ferrer Pzint, ;ﬁiwe:‘e referred Lo céopllectively
as the La'a'ath or "eutsids peopléﬁﬁ g group of people referred to as E
the hiltsisath or "inside people" liv%gé up Taheis Inlet; several groups
of people liv%gg up Tlupana Inlet. and several groups livfé—& up Muuhala.t_
Inlet.

Most traditions concur that the people who atbacksd and tOGRIGVET
Yuguot wnder the dirsction of yalTe 1lived year round on ths outside beaches

from mowinis north to €'as.. These people, -including the yaiBectakimzath,

Lo €2

are here collectively referred tc as the Southern La'a‘énh,:izn éay hawve
formed & local alliance of local groups liwing on the outer besches
ghortly before taking control of Yuguot.

The territory fror £'as north to Ferrer Point was controllied Gy &
people YAkl are hers referred to as the Horthsrn Ta's'ath -- probably the
Huchatlet. €'as itself was epparently divided between the Northern and
Southarn La'a'&th, It was ocoupied by the yalliactakamTith, one of “he
Southern La's'ath groups, asnd by the £'ssath, considersd here to be cne
of the Northern lLa'a'ath groups.

A Nuchatlet group also held rights to tacis, up Taheis Inlst, and
all territory south of it to a#sint called popoa, just north of tsusnit.
Tt wag tﬁese pecple living up Tehsis Inlet whe were collectively referred
to. as the hiLtsiséth? and it iz said that they lived thers all year . in
contrast to the la'a'ath who stayed on the cutside beaches.

e . ™ .
Some Moschet traditions also state, iﬁ centr&s%’t@ Druckersédnmﬁxxt
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the yaiflactakdmiath. The Nuchatlet tacIsath chief (who had lost his
territory on upper Tahsis Inlet) invited the £'asath (who may have
originally besn a Nuchatlet greup) to join his group and, at a feast,
gave them house sites and fishing rights {(Drucker 1951: 228).

A Yuguot HNootkan war song may describe the defest of the Northern

~m

La'a'ath, It is transleted: “"Ye little know, y= men of Klshar, what

valiant warriors we are,  Poorly can our foss contend with us, when we
come on witk our dagzers" (Jewitt 1896: 24B), Jewiti's Klahars and
Mozifio's Tla-umaces, both the Ia's'ath, wers a small "Eribeﬂ'Who had
been conguered and incorporaied imto the Yuguot Mootkans.  Jewltt con-
sidered them to be in 2 state of was=zslaze; they were not permitted to
have chiefs -and lived by themselves in & growp of zmall houses a short
distance from Yuguot {(Jewitt 1836: 132).

t - gbout the same time, the Tlupsna Inlet people lived in their
traditiconel aryes with outzide rights at B'Wwis and, quite probebly, with
additional rights along the southeasterm shoreline of Hootka Sound to
homls, noy considered Hesguiat territcory. However, a niséqgdth from the
Tlupane Inlet ares said thet the Hesguiat villsge of pae'tsisua, north of
homis, had belonged to the nisagath during protohistoric times. A=
g O
dording to a Tlup&a.Inlet respondent, the Hesguiat acquired hiomIs from

the historic Tlupans who gave it to the third chief of the aiehtekém}ath,

Y
aEEEEEE;E;]a&Nﬁhﬂ homIsath referring to their continual hunting of sea
-
otter &Ffﬁéker 1951z 238). .

Some of the Tlupana Inlet groups were loossly united im a local
sllianee ‘under the haivanTwoctakamifith chied Tlutens st the tins the
ards

Spanimp cecunied Yuguot., They wers ranked in the felloving crder:

1. halyenTrasctakamIzth
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that & Tlupana Inlet group once counted Yuguot among its possessions.

The union of the people living st Yuguot and the Tlupana Inlet
people was gaid to have teken place because Tlupena did not have g pot=-
latech seat at Y'i..i.lg}.lﬂi, althouzh he was an "uncle" of the histeric
yatTatakanrat I, Maguwinna (Maguinns's father had married s womsn of Tlu-

L,m.‘ R A
pang’s iinéa%ilj ;ﬁ: Maguinna gave a potlstch and announced that his
unele wes to have s gseat. I suspect that Maguinna's relationship with
Tlupana was not the only reason for the union of the two groups. Maguinna
was the most powerful and esteemed chief in the area because he. possegsed
the mo=t material wealth, including muskets, and had the backing of the
English, S-Panig;i:%sand Smericans,  The Tlupans Inlet people, for their part,
held rights to some. of. the richest salmon stresms in the arsa and to wast
tracts of forests noted for large smounts of game, 4 ‘union wasz advanta-
geous to both alliances sglse for defensive purposes against Teal or
imsgined enemizs,

A present-day haiyeniwpetakemtath seid that ones the groups inkabiting

g st laale g
Yuguot and the Tlupans Inlet pecple smelgamsted, thers wers ten Hasages

]E-‘ L- [ - 4 I:-L ._.-.J :‘J 3
with ten house sites at Tuguot: however, he named the thérteéh linaagaa
hed & Gt
Drucker; recordsd, sazkt=ry  From south 4o morth the»..lh-;rﬁ-e-ﬂ's-ﬁssww&h
b A

1. saiyateca'ath

2. puganumciakamlath (a ﬁi,i.:' Wis e 7S {'ﬂ§ cArmae -"F a ’( 3 J;;l"
3. tsawumath

L. tlmwittekamrath (the elder house)

5. nay'itsaptekamtaich

6. yallactakimiath

T.  haiyaniwoctakamiath

8, nisagath
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9. Lasmas&th
10, tsisza'ath
11, tukwittakémiath (the younger house)
i2. Liisath
13. ma%tsasath
After confederation, the chiefs were ranked in the following ordsr
(Drucker 1951: 263):
i. yelusctakamtath chief
2. tsisa'ath chief
3. saivatea'sth chief
4. tsewunath chief
5. tukwittekamtatn. (the elder) chief
6. tikwittekdm*ath (the younger) chief
T. caymactakam?ath chisf
8. nay'itsaptakamiath chief
4.  halyanusoictakimtath chief
10. Lasmasath chief
11. nisdgath chief
12, ‘umigtakamtath chie?
13. maittsasath chief
Proletat, bisntiaids
The first eight chiefs in this 1ist mpy  represent the ¥lmeages that formed

the Southern Le's'ath alliance before smalgamstion with the Tlupana Inlet

hewmg +ins J
“peopls. | I suspectythat the LaMrasith and umiqtakamath chiefsz als e
‘f\ . @, ¢ q ik chiefz glzn hel:.'mg

. . S g - ST MY e
here‘i %.h-uaticrmzﬂ-g theii—@ Mreages descrived in traditions and by modern
Tlupana Inletd resp-nndent% but Drusker's information suszgesting the Lasmasath

e - ’ w * f
may be the talstizath precludes such a statement,

“fmw&nw _SEsn
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L0 have had extensive righis io territory slong Tahsis Inlet, ineluding
kuptl, first liwed on the lower part of Hootks Sound, but moved up
Tlupana Inlet to hisnit beczuse of their confliect withk the Bouthern
La's"ath, When the Tlupans Inlet people emalgamated with the Scuthern
La'a'ath, TGrig was said to have been the chief of the Luisith and it is
rather suspeet (but not impossidls) that & Luisdih chief named Omig would
not have had at least some connection with the UmTgtakam*ith.

The ma*t=aséith house site at Yugquot was formerly owned by the
£'ashth chief who moved to Nuchatlet territory when his child died {Trucker
SIA) (or,; most probably, when the'yalﬁactakémiéth drowve him and his family
ocut). The maztsasath claimed kinship with the e'assath aﬁd, theréfbre, the
€'asath house site in Yuguot. The mazisasath estavlished their claim and
built their nouse there.

After confedsration with the Southern La'a'ath, the ranking of the
Tlupana Inlet groups differed from what it was. said to have been before
confederation.  The halyvenlwoclakBrtslh ohlel s0l13 Twmd Lie Giglesb 1=ub
of the Tiupana Inlet people when residing at Yuguot, bubt the positicn af

2ll the other lineages changed and soms, such as the tsaxhaﬁt?gla’wfséxh?

-

dnfl-talatibeth, wers apparently dropped. Unfortunately, no explanation

of these changes or omizzions was recorded}but it is va§; possible that

Lo lalds
all of the idwesges rasiding on the shores of Tlupana Inlet did not or

i . : 19&4’_&&5' i R T e T S § I-'> @-}Lw.ﬂ L—#-—r-E"—' | SR, -‘I'E,,
were not invited te join what becams %nown as the Moadhat Confedersc

)
i IR b T T g ‘i’"‘l.:’L.
Although the groups Livieg up Muchalat Inlet aiﬁ—nefhggciently fJEfiE

o
& local alli=nce, repeated attacks against them encouraged them to band
together against their foes and, after s while, sstahlish potlateh and
feast seats among themselves (Drucker 1951: 232-235). In spite of ths

formation of this alliance,; hy the mid-19th century ths Moachat wmnd sthow
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§é.""-':-’_
bordering Wootka Sourid, Tahsis Imlet, Tlupana Inlet, and Machalat

Inlet are the pronertr of the Mosachat Confederaecr. A1l of their

rights to other aress of the Sound hoth out to sea, rimming the

shore and inland have been taken from the Nootkans and dn many cases,

leased ot to lumber companies for timber righhqér mining commanies

for mineral exmloitation.
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O T VILLAGE AND CAMP SITHS

& Published dats describing village 2nd camp =itesz in the Hootks

b | s
Sound area (W‘i will be presentedii_n condensed form supplemented by

unpublished dsta and informstion from respondents. In some instances,

distipguizning Detween = villzge site or & camp site is often difficult

S heeause of insufficent informeticn.

Before taking over Tuguot and bscoming the Moachat, the Southern

La'a'ath lived slong the beaches northwest of Yuguot.. Their principal

villages were £'as and tsaxsis. The €'asath were formed either of two

local groups or of sne group vwhich split into tve, one of which became

the yalusctarimisth whno drove the £'asath cut. The art of whaling was

said to have been discovered at £'as (Drucker 1951: 228). The site, pro-

. e Seei= .
tected by an offshore reef, Ls noted for the great amewsnt of whales, hair

seals., sea otters, halibut dand clams =wvailable there, and is considered =

good place to liwve evern thousgh there is no stream to support salmon runs.

The area has many deerrand ducks were commonly ceught offshore, especially

during stormy wsather.

becording to Drucker (1551: 228), the people of tsaxsis became &

nay'itsaptakimiith and the ﬁaiyat:a'%fi;ﬂgl

e e gl o, i

E:i Thig statement ig of more than passing interest becsuze the

L
z=aiyatea'ath ware credited by one réspondent as the grous that foreed

the
nay"itsaptakamtath out of Yuquot. Although this is not impessible, it

gseems more probable thal the vaiugctakamiath took over Yuguot- aided- by

!--.
. ' ; Mo : N . .
the sai'yetes'ath and other local groups, ™ 7
Ae-lu—t:ai-l-‘v$ early difficulties described =25 having occurred Betwsen thase
=
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5.0

&Eh
moktas is a village site west of a'amingas. MecCurdy Creek, adja-
cent to the site, supports runs of chum, chinock, PinksT and sockeye
galmon, teexts iz loeated scross the inlet from moktas,  Two salmon
streams run near the villase: Jacklsh Creek supports & moderste run of

steelhead all vear and small runs of chum, cuhe? and chinook selmon cceur

in the foll: the other coreek, eact of Jacklah, - -alzo heasz small mms of the
same type of salmon,

To - the west of teexta is the village of teiyak. -Although my notes
indzcate that the people living here took chum, coho]‘and pink salimom,y 1o
map shows g river at this site, However, it is possible that they fished
in mearby Houston Fiver which supports a small run of chum and steelhead
salmon (Bentley n. d. ). Further west is the village of a'Os located at

the mouth of 8ilverado Creek, Tairly large runs of chum saimon go upstream

here from September to November {Bentley n. d.). Across the inlet from
a'os is the village nf_iipt§ at the mouth of Kleephtes Creel, which is noted
for runs of chum salmon during October and Novernber (Bemtley n. 4.).  Pur-
ther down the inlet iz the willage of md'ya st the mouth of Mocoyah River.

A felrly large chum salmon run. goes upriver frem September to Fovember. 1%
{5 & wids, shallow stream and 1is easily fished (Bentley =z, 4. ).

The willage of tceeis is located on Hanne Channsl. It is one of the
villages Captain Cook sighted and probably wvisited in 17T78.  Modern Muchalat
consider it a winter "potlatch" village, implying that it served basically
the same function as KiptI and E"rvis,. fio Tish are seid to go up the small
stream running through the site,  fAnother willags was located norihwest of
tegeis, but none of the preseni-dsy Muchalat remember its name, - Chum

salmon are sald to go upstream thers,

In addition to theze sites, the Muchalat, like the Tlupans Inlet
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POPULATYION

From the time of Cook's wislt fto Hootks Sound, visitors to

the ares have atiempied to sstimate, with varying degrees of

success , bthe npumbers of inhabitants of e;mch ¥illage they

sighted iImxERErxzrsx snd the number of inhabitants of ths

ares ‘as &5 whole s
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2 .
Th
(Tewid 189671, PAC, H& 11 Co
taken directly frem the publication of Cook's journzl?, m Fes, 'l.n"'ﬁ-l 7).

i

E-I,n'- r#fﬂ-wﬂiiw .I:)h»‘lad

¢ 1174 Brabant brought the pepulation figure for Yuguot closer to reality by

. fula]

noting that at least i’iyg/hmdm‘d people had their msin residence there (_E*n b
P e

A it i

{ Fal; a’ij.In 1879, twelve families were living in the house of haiyu’s' in

Yuguot and it was probebly around this time that the saiyatea'ath house !
helﬂ(t:iiw oecupants,  They lived in guch cratped conditisms that +he
structure was referred to as the "Soldier house" (Canada. Department of
Indien Affairs Report for 1879: &),

The Department of Indian Affairs census for 1881, taken afier a
period of extensive conflict and a smallpox apidemic, recorded unlyf&féﬁﬁ;

Zo &
men in Yuguot snd & total population szm peonle,

few of whom were children,  The tobal population of lootka Sound, ineludine
17
the Moachat snd the Muachalst, nuzhetred ouijiﬂw&mm

people, & steEggering reduction in cormparison to - esarlier estimates.  However;
QL
the Moachat population built. up tozmm pecple Ty
22
1883 and the increese continued at an uneven rate until shree bundred-mnd
Py tho Moachat and Muchalat were a% Tuguot in 1830, Te 180k, Zeléem
reported that, when the pecpls wera rotoaway fishing, the total population

a-l.f.r"

of Yuguot was over nh:‘e-‘e—h-mqu .Penpia. The Indian Affairs census, how—
. 217

ever, listed the populztion =of the Momschatlt at only e -Huired emd-seVen-

4fep people for the same period. From spproximately this time on,

I
population figures begen to dec}ina. for example, pne hundred and eighty-

L 75
Five people were living in Yuguet din 1901: F.H(—ﬂsv—-sai men, 5&%&%4'
. ==
Yo > i 2.
WORER mﬂ(ﬂﬂ:—fﬁnﬁ children ,!W of whom were considersd 1o be &
2 77
school age, By 1034, the tedsi—rombesof Moachat #n!innly{w

people (PAC, EG 10, vol. 127T; BCA, G/V2T7/2634/c. 2; Cenada. Department
rt
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A2
of Tndiesn Affairs Annuzl Repert for 18%«4: 2763 for 1901: 266; for 193L:
347,
The following datsa on the populaticn of Yuguod including both Mucha-
lat and Moachat from 1565 to 1967 was ohtained_from the Britdish Columbia

Indian Commizsion (personal communication):

On Reserve Off Heserwve Lotal
1965 184 26 210
1966 13k 82 216
1967 90 123 213

This demonstrates the strong tendency of the Moachat to lesvs {he rassrve

in recent years and move to the ¢ity, nade possible in many cases by ths

}'ru- u.a_'h-:.l T I S
ay 1ab?i1ty oﬂ welfare, Dy the summer of LQEQ; the combined Moachat

L0
Muchalat papulatlon >3 Yuguot hed been reduced to less than Sersy

permanent residents.
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P BL W& R | e

ﬁhmhﬂ‘mriahle«ﬁﬁﬁiw e Genplaered befors weLatlng: the ATt

Oaa Avariabsle
of any population figure for anv village in Nootka Somd.ﬁis the time

BT

of the rear during which a cemsus was taken. As-fe-well-imewn, most

af the pesnle living along the shares af the _ﬂomd moved from nlace to
.l" \ oo n_*
L= B o

place several times a wear malking it diffienl+ tnﬂmﬂ-—ﬂ-—wﬂ% a reasonakle

M'}‘u. W
acourate povulation figure esvecdiallr during thej{F&l—?l.—mmha,,nL_tho—_vea#

when so manr households left YViguot and similar sites to take adwantage

of the =almon rums wo the various rivers emptwing imte Wootka Scwnd and
+: i '
its j& mﬂgﬂr inlets, Ancther factor M = : im the in=

he
ereasing effact that confederation pmbth:vﬁrmaé;' on  the pemulation of
et 4, . i
TummtAba—h—foM—%—H decrezsing effect‘(lﬂmﬁg!ﬂrﬂbcnf—b_? such

o |
epedemic diseases as small pox,

I &
-‘i‘l g-a.f: fare could alsc have & telling F-ﬂtﬂ-k;m vopulation figurea:

P
If a particular grour emerged the victor during a mafor confliet their

Ao rhey Gl
population ecould be incrsased h'«:r cantives jw—‘aﬂ-ﬁm-f&&djﬂ

i '
if thew lost, their nunters could he decreased due to pecnle ﬂ*i-'hhei' L‘.‘--.-—E
=

killed or camtured, #ﬁ-ﬂ—ﬂ*%ﬁnﬁh the nopularity of a marticular

bt

chief would alsc influence nooulation fipores: /ff Fis nrestice ds-af

b

4. high lewel, more and more peonle would move into his hmmeho?rr'jl-ur
.

if fnr;{mé" reason MAD}*@!H@W mvthe b

pecple would move 1:: to haopier households=s, Famine could also be a

fartor althourh a terporarv one,
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The idea that nooulation size is determined b extremes rather
than the mep condition is refected here 3t lesst for the Mootka Sound
ares asvesdially when viewad from the standveint that "althoush a semi-
arid" zone mav have several bounitiful wears in svuccessd M, A single
vear of drought oceurring but onee dn a gereration maywr restrict the

y \
mooulation to a low demsitw. (in Svitles 196£:60). First of-all, -
a e} ey
Nootka Sound is hardly a semi ardd zone and secondarily, 1f one
éﬂ r‘)l-_.sl- “Fa é 3
food source failed there was often ancther to he alheit less howpntiful
A

and less succesaful , E‘esideé\g&er if Adama's findings {1973s 972108
that neonle tended to move from households with a limited number of
ghatus positions avallable to one with scve-ra—q{ vacart statnus msi‘lr-inns‘ﬂ" Is "Mt‘]_.
one would expect that a houshold martially declmated hw starvation,
digesse or wvarfare would ke ranidly revlenished br waves of statns
seekers jockeving to gpain Wcmm—i-biq-n—ej:‘ status rositicns hirker

+than thosge ther held in thedr agrevicns househeold.

£
FortunatelrT0F UooK AnNd hiscrews-—and-Lr. siiensiony—thoss

-~ -
M—% Turiot W was most vrobably
’I:-#-:!{C!Eu "!JL-'-IT?-':-'

almost totally inbabited at the time(bﬁhmm

L TP . j
breezed inte the found. That is Et-e-—-aaar—hh:g the greatest ameunt
of people to live there quring any time of the year hﬂ!rm orobably

there &t that time. Although the figures of between LOO and 700
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L
inhabitants in Yuouot given in 1778 seema a reascnable one, Farlivris
Kl
reference to LO houses in the wvillage avmear va#her hirh tut not
.‘}\ ]
totally dmpoasible, Hﬁ‘fes' astimates of‘( SEL('IZIG inhakitants in the
Mootka Sound area seems high as does his fipure of 2,000 for veonle

Y

liwing in Yuouot, Hie estimatzLQ,?ﬂﬂ people being subordinate to

A2
Maouinna apnesars mapa~¢h&n~t—1ittér high when comnared with earlier
P
and later estimates vnless Meres was inelunding everveone belornging +eo

A

the Nootkan lanpusge communitw,
o~ __.: L
Turing the +ime th;i the Spanisk lived in Yumuot, the Nootkans
had to live in several different villages along the outer cossta and

fT}F# 1A o
ﬁ# the 1n1ete.umk£bgiit diffieult foar their Svanish, W oy

t*&

Ameriean visitors to estimate their nomulation at any time durlng
the vear, Tt iz oossible, howevar, that pooulation estimates of 5ﬂﬂitfu
900 peonle for tacIs in thg;E&léaai_th-mxa&;;&uringzthe 17908 nro-
kably  anprosches reality becaunse this site mav have sarved as a ﬁ'-rwfw"'hy
% 4
revlacement for Tuguot when large gprouvs of Deonle gyl g%tber*#QQfer
A
for Tdowona and related activities,
Altkough Jewitt®'s estimate of ;;OU pecole reasiding in Yﬂéuat
may he a H'H:-]I kighk, his estimate of 500 warricrs aprees Birly well

with an estimate of L0O men in tacTs in 1791, Pesides the formation

of the Moackat Confederscr would alsc have inecreased the mumber of
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y3
pecple living in Yuouet during the soring and sumer_xwa&ur Although

decrezsges in later population fipures in‘:o‘mmri&nn to Jewitt s estimates

%yfrsadilylbgf exnlainable due to armed conflict and possible small nox

evidemics before 1875, the wvm in t]'re/M

=

and Brahant'aﬂstimnte af 500 peonle i mat e cln-selv'v/ earlimap
pormlation estimates of Yumuot orovided br Cook's men and Strange,

The sudden porulation drop after 1275 is due prineimally to disesse

i:ﬂu {&-tl-'Y‘ 'ffn-r*!-
and w—mmm-om—ir is mainlv associated with a peneral exocdus

e;a.ﬂu.r-'-'i.\ '“I"‘"*"—}
of pecple to nearkry cities to T‘ELM school 2 a.ndf'l'o-b-&z- Cmee auf}ﬂ"r“ "

hptr children bhecome involved in Furocanadian urbtan culture, they

A
_vint.ua}&yj:nﬂi&- return to the reserve axcept for short visits,
LA PR
temnorary residence and}in the future, nmhahlw'{ old age,

;f
AXldmalt, it is diffieult to arrive at a pooulation fipure
for Yuguct during the 17PC to 1R05 mriad.} b both refore and after

these 16 vears. H—wav-be suggested-that_durimrtheparl=historie
e

-

peﬂeﬁ the willage mpulation varied between 500 to 600 peonle until

E

s
the small pox enidemic of 18273,
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Settlement Patterns
and Systems
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SETTLEMENT PATTERNS AND SYSTEMS

2lthough Trigger (1968) and Parsons (1972) have reviewed
most of the literature on settlement patterns, it may he
helpful to make a few statements here. 28 is well known,
Willey was among the first to emphasize use of the

settlement pattern concept. In Prehistoric Settlement Patterns

in the vird Vallevy, Pern {1553) , he ralated settlerent pattemrn

changes in a small Peruvian valley over several thousand
vears in response to socioeconomic trends and to historic
avents.

In this study, the way "man disposed of himself owver
the landscape in which he lived" (Willey 1953: 1) will be
viewed as to

(1) the nature of the individual domestic house
types; (2) the spatial arrangement of these
domestic house tvpes with respect to one another
within the village @r community unit; (3) the
relationship of domestic house types to other
special zrchitectural features...: (&) the

overall willage or community plan; and (3) the
spatial relationships of the wvillages or communities

to cone another owver as large an area as is feasible,
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including an ecological dimension as well (Vogt 1956: 174).
Points 2 and 4 will be examined in the following chapter on
community patterns and points 1 and 3 have been examined in
{(Part 2) in the chapter, Architecture, House PﬂSt% and
Exterior Poles.

I shall also report the activities that took place at
various sites throucghout the vear. Also, following Winters's
{19€9) 1ead, the functional relationship between the wvarious
recorded sites the Yuguot Nootkans utilized at different
seasons and at different stages of their historical develop-
ment will be investigated to discover their different
settlement systems through time and the causes of the diff-
eresnces .

Before discussing the Nootkans' various residential
gshifts, the various resource alternatives present in the
Nootka Sound area will be described as Watanabe (1968: 77)
did for the 2inu. These were:

1. Open ocean: Large sea marmmals such as whales, porpcise
and seals could be hunted during the spring and summer.

2. Shoreline facing the open ocean: fish such as halibut
and spring salmon and othe;: varieties of smaller fish
could be caught. Sea mammals such as sea otters could
be hunted as could ducks. Dentalia could be collected in
a few aresas.

3. PFocky beaches farcing the open ocean: seals could be

hunted when they hauled out on the rocks and, according
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to Mozino (1913), so could sea otter.

Grawvel beaches facing the open ocean: cances could be

launched and landed, but in good weather only. -E}amJ

el
in&*ﬁthﬁg Erusteceﬂn§?ﬁgu1d be collected.&&aﬂnﬁh%

e, w

firEWGmd

Térraces along gravel beaches facing the open ocean:
villages could be built and firewcod collected. 2R certain
amount of land mammal hunting}esPecially deer hunting,

was also possible.

Bays and ccvei’; with gravel beaches facing the open ocean:
houses could be built and canoe launching and landing

wag easier especially during winter when the protection
offered by a bay or cove made any form of trawvel or sub-
sistence activity associated with the sea much less risky.
Cffshore fishing was possible as was herring roe collection.
Inlets: canoe travel was easier on a year-round basis in
inlets than in open water. Herring, spring salmon and
other fish could be caught, egpecially during cold and
stormy weather, and plant life could be collected along
the shore.

Inlet areas fronting rivegs: ducks consuming salmon ros,
could be caucht in gresat numbers as could seals pursuing
migrating salmon.

Fiver mouths and surrounding area: villagés could be built,
cances launched, tidewater traps set and plant life

collected.
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10, Upper riverz: salmon could be harpooned and caught in
weirs.

1l. Land bordering outer beaches and rivers: land mammals
could be hunted or trapped, logs cut for building houses
or carving canoes, and cedar bark collected for clothing
and other woven items.

12, Hill and mountain sides: land mammals could be hunted.

13, Mountains: shrines could he huilt and elk could ke
hunted.

14, Freshwater lakes: shrimes could be erected and salmon
could be caught in some lakes.

2lthouch the above covers most of the main resource
areas available to people liwing in the Nootka Sound area,
other microdivisions occur for seach one given here. Ewvery
nook and cranny in Nootka Sound not only has a name, but also
possesses value for their Nootkan exploiter.

The Nootkans' choice ©of dwelling places was, according
to Drucker (195L: ), determined by a number of subsistence
as well as non-subsistence factors of which two of the most
important were water and shelter., Summer villages, like
Yuguet, were located on the lower reaches of an inlet or on

-

outside beaches. Sheltered sites were not necessary because

summer weather was comparatively mild, but dependable fresh

water supplies were important because some water sources dried
up during the relatively rainfree menths. Thus, the constant

supply of fresh water from Jewitt Lake (awmong manv other factors)
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made Yuguot a{ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁggfizgfglgjsite. Winter sites not

only had ready sources of water from numerous rivulets

swollen by the winter rains, bué?gielter from winter storms.
2 good record of the Yuguot Nootkans' frequent moves

is available for the historic period and provides sufficient

information to dewvelop a diachronic analysis of their

settlement patterns.

PROTCHEISTORIC PEEICD

Zecording to Drucker and several of my respondents, different
people "owned" each site in the Nootka Sound area during
ancient times.  They stayed at the sites during most of the
yeaﬂFxcept when thev went to places like Yuguot for potlatches
and similar festivities. Whole groups of people did not move

from one place to another as they did later (SIA).

EARLY EXPLOBREERS
Because the liocctkans' hcouses at Yuguot appeared to he
temporary, Coock and lLedvard inferred that the ¥Nootkans only
used them during the summer fishing season when they lived
on the outer coast. They thoeght the Nootkans had better
constructed residences further inland where they spent the
winter and which were better situated for hunting land mammals.
Coock and Ledyard were partly correct, but the reasons
for the seasonal shifts were not those they suggested. The

Mootkans moved up the inlets in the early fall to trap salmon
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as well as to hunt land mammals and practice other activities
described below. The structures in Yuguot were disassembled
and the planks flecated on canoes to interior wvillages. Only
the enormous house frames were left at Yuguot. There is no
reason to believe that the inland structures were hetter
suited to the weather than those in ¥Yuguot (Ledvard 1783: 73;
Ellis 1783: 206; Cook 1785: 316-317; 1967: 318, 1409%; BCU,

a; BCA, A/B/20.5/R31CC/vw. 5).

EARLY TRADERS
Many Yugquot Nootkans had moved to an unidentified site when
Strange arrived in Friendlwv Cove in July 17B&, but they soon
returned when they learned that he intended to anchor in the
cove for a while. Howewer, after exchanging goods with him,
families assembled their belongings and stock of fish for
the winter, loaded them on platforms placed over their cances
and left. They teold Strange that they were going far away
and that "the Sun would sleep five times before they arrived
there." They had plenty of fish so thev were going where
they could hunt bear, deer, and sea otter. Long before
Strange hoisted anchor, only approximately 100 of the original
500 people still occupied Yuqﬁ%t (Strange 1928: 37).

Meares noted a commotion in Yuguot on 10 June 1788, and
on investigating hz discovered that the greater part of the
houses had disappeared "as if by enchantment." Maguinna

informed Meares that his people were preparing to move to a
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bay about two miles from the scound because great amounts of
fish had been reported there. Maguinna added that he was
moving not only to obtain whales and other "fish" for the
present, but also to stock supplies for the winter. (Ihey were
probably moving to tza'tsi or ka'aii to fish and hunt whales
as they may have done during Strange’'s visiq. Maguinna later
moved to tacis on 4 September 1788 (Meares 1791 Vol. l: 201-2,
344) .

SPANISH OCCUPATICN
Haswell recorded that the Yuguot Nootkans set up their
residences in Yugquot toward the end of January 1782, During
Rpril he noted several occupied villages along Tahsis Inlet,
buf tacis itself was unoccupied (Howay 1941: 58-63).
According to Martinez, Sanchez, and Paterc, the people
of the Nootka Sound area moved frequently during the course
of a year in search of fish and therefore had no permanent
villages. In one series of moveg, the Nootkans changed their
residence three times in slightly more than two months,
apparently to collect roe.
On 14 May 1789 the YuguotelMootkans left Yuguot and
moved to a nearby willage site to fish. Because the mowve
was made in May, they may have made it to get in a better
position to hunt whales as well as to fish as Sanchez suggested.
Although the location of this village is not certain, it was,

based on Martinez's, Senchex's, and Socies's descriptions,
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probably west of, but near, Yuguot and on or near the open
Pacific -- mowinis, ka'alli or tsa'tsi}. On 25 Rugust Martinez
noted that Maguinna and his peovle, with their house planks,
passed Yuquot en route from a village on the open ocean to
tacis thus further supporting the location of the spring and
summer site.on the open Pacific. By 27 September of that
year all the: people inhabiting the coastal villages had

moved to tacls and the surrounding area (2AGN, 65/8; BCU; HR/
F5812.1/M3/582; YUL, WAM/415; AGN, 31/10}.

Bodega v Quadra claimed that the Yugueot Nootkans moved
every month (at least during the time he was in the area), bud
Eliza and Pantoja observed more accurately that the Nootkans
moved five tiﬁes a year, that they coordinated these moves
with the movements of the fish on which they depended and
that their willage zites were located in sheltered covas
with good beaches so they could land their cances easily.
According to Caamafo, the Nootkans, directed by their chiefs,
moved only three or four times a vear. They went to camps
on the coast or sites featuring the mildest climate and the
most fish in the area (BCU, HE/F5813.1/B6l/cop. l; RGN, €9/7;
RGN, 63/9; Wagner 1933: 1539)._

.Some of the Nootkans' many mowes from 1781 to 1795 were
recorded. On 9 August 1791 Maguinna and all the other chiefs
(and their people) went to tacis because they needed fish and
everyvone was becoming ill. On 22 Bugust of the same vear,

many loaded canoces coming from cutside sites passed Yuguot
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en route to the interior of the sound. While visiting
Magquinna, probably during the spring of 1792, Bodega y Quadra
watched the Yuguot Nootkans catching "sardines"” near mawun
and had the scene drawn (Fig. 00). In April 1793 Maguinna
moved from tacis to ka'a¥i, said to be close to the beach and
fronting the ocean about two miles west of Yuguot. During
July 1793 a2 group of Nootkans were living on a point near
"Maguinna Lake" (either ka'afi or tsa'tsil). ©On hearing that
the Spaniards had felt threatemed by this group's behaviour,
Maruinna's brother told Saavedra that neither he nor Maguinna
were responsible for it because thev were living in kupti at
the time. OCn 2pril 20 1794 Macguinna told Szavedra that he
waz going to move to the villace site on the cuter coast
where they were accustomed to liwving during the summer. The
village was probably ka'a¥i. The move had been made by 22 April
and a whale had been harpooned by the 30th. On 11 September
1795, althouch a small fishing party of Maguinna's people was
living in Yuguoit, Maguinna and most of his pecple were living
in nearby mawun (AGM, 71/10; MN, 75%5; PAC, MG 12 A, Rdm 55/17;
BCU, HR/FP5813.1/B61/cop. 1; Bishop 1967: 95).

Mozifio stated (probably erroneously) that Maquinna's
villages began at “Cabofronduga" (Cape Cook) and were situated
two or three miles from each other. When winter approached,
the people from the most exposed areas moved to more sheltered
ones. Those at Cabofrondoso moved near Maguinna Point, those

near Maquinna Point moved to "Macuinas"” gﬂﬁwinis} and those
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at Yuguot mowed to kupti. The rest of the people were said
to eventually go to tacis, sheltered and milder than the outside
sites, for December and January. At tacis the Nootkans re-
ceived visits from the Nimkish and the lower ranking people
spent the nights singing and dancing.

When they moved the Nootkans lashed their house planks
and possessions te three or more canoes so they could move
everyvthing in one trip. Only the house posts were left
behind., Aeeaadinqrtehueﬁiig :hey had not adopted permanent
European=like structures hecause they moved so freguently

(Mozino 1913).

SPORADIC CONTACT
Jewitt had many opportunities to participate in and observe
the Yuguot Nootkans' seasconal shifts in the 28 months he
spent with them. The Yuguot Nootkans took everything with
them on such moves; their canoes were piled high with planks
and boxes and boarded by shouting and zinging men, women,
and children of all ranks and ages.

On 3 Septermber 1803 the Yuguot Nootkans left Yuguot
in the morning and arrived at tacis at 4 P.M. and at once made

E
"huta of some spars." They movedthere every yvear to obtain

their’ nrnv1slon;\£g§:§§é_figﬁ ;f The Yuguot Nootkans moved

to kupti on 321 December of the same year, arriving there at
2 P.M., and apparently had completely assembled their houses
by 3 January 1804, Theyv gpent the rest of the winter there

end completed their fishing reguirements. After remaining
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in ¥upti for 57 days, they returned to Yuguot at 4 P.M. on

25 Februarv 1804 and stayed there until 7 September 1804 when
they went to tacis, arriving there at 4 P.M. They completed
their houses on 9 September. They staved in tacis until

13 December 1804 when they moved to kuptl, arriving at 4 P.M.
Besides obtaining the usual large guantity of herrings at
kuptl, they practised the same "riotous feasting" there as
they had the year before. Cn 1% or 20 February 1805 they
returned to Yuguot, at approximately the same time as they had
the yvear before. Jewitt did not describe any major moves

to ka'ali or ts'tsil although he did refer to people fishing
in the outside waters (Jewitt 1807: 14, 17, 30, 38; 1896:
145-146, 167, 172, 208, 212).

When Foguefeuil first visited Yuguot in early September
1817, almest all the willagers had moved to tacis. On 10
Septerber another group departed. Their entire move was said
to take less time than a European required to pack his
suitecases, On 16 September Poguefeunil chserved another group
in several canoces leaving for tacis. In 1818 FRoquefeuil arriwved
in Yuguot on 5 September and found that most of the village
was occupied (Roguefeuil 1823b: 29=30, 33, 95).

EUROCRNADIAN PERICD

Bt least in the historic period, (the Nootkans)according to

Drucker (1951: L‘spent the early spring on the lower reaches

of the inlets where they fished herring. In the late spring
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they moved to fishing stations on the outer coast == the
second-most important sites they cccupied -- where they toock
offshore fish and hunted sea mammals. In the fall they moved
to salmeon streams, generadly leocated in the upper reaches of
the inlets, Drucket considered these sites, such as tacis,

to be of the greatest importance tc the local groups and

to be their real homes. After residing at the salmon streams,
the Nootkans established themselves in their winter villages,
like kupti, which were, ideally, located up inlets protected
from the prevailing southerly winds and hawving good beaches.
Formerly, people who did not have an "inside place” wintered
at sites on the stormy outside beaches, such as s'as and
tsaxsis, where the weather might prevent them from launching
cances for as long as two weeks. The "inside" winter villages
were rore noted for festivities than for food gathering.
Winter was the period of the heaviest rains and, with the fall
catch of salmon stored away, pecple preferred to remain
indoors. (Reecording to mv notes a considerable amount of

food was obtained at these sites.)

War refuge sites were also important. At times these
were located on small islands whose precipiteus sides made
access difficult, but such sig;s were inhabitable only £or
short periods due to poor sources of water, food and fuesl. Where
no refuge island was available, stockades, like the one at
a'amingas, might be built.

Around the turn of the century the Moachat began to feel
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the pressures of Eurocanadian presence in their yearly cycle.
After 1900 most were beginning to stay at Yuguot and seek

work at the nearby saltry or cannery, or move to other cannery
locations or ship out on sealing schooners. Most modern
Nootkan summer villages, such as Yuquot, have been inhabited
year round in recent times. The change in the Nootkans' life
style was concomitant with their increased dependence on
Eurocanadian goods and subsistence items. The outer villages
were closer to the routes of schconers and, later, steamships
which supplied the Eurcocanadian items in demand. More
recently, the Nootkans have been moving, especially in the
winter, to places like a'amingds near the modern towns of Gold
RBiver, Port Alberni and Victoriz where salaried work is
available and life is easier than at Yuquot during any time of

the year except when Nootkan and Eurocanadian wvalues conflict.

DISCUSETON

A review of the seasonally variable subsistence resource areas
will further indicate the bases on which the Nootkans mowved
from site to site. However, as Drucker pointed ocut, the entire
population did not engage in seasconal subsistence activities
at one time except for the fall salmon fishing and, at most
places, the herring fishing ard even these activities were not
attended by ewveryone —-- some older people remained behind in

a village to tend fires used te smoke fish caught nearby and

men of a local group whose chief held rights to an inlet
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suitable for netting ducks would engage in this pursuit. Present-

day respondents also state that men who were considered
expert hunters hunted and those noted as fishermen fished.
At least for meost of the historic period, according to
Drucker (1951: ) during the spring the Nootkans inhabited
sites on the lower reaches of the inlets where men would go
cut daily for herring with rakes and nets, feasts freguently
being given with the fish brought into the willages while

guantities of herring were also dried for future consumpition.

n
However, an akalysis of Jewitt's journal (1807) indicates
YL{ wa T
'gﬂutkans

that herring were collected during the time thei
staved at tacls and kupti, their fall and winter villages
respectively, as well as alcng the lower reaches of the sound
during the spring. With the herring came the spring salmon
that fed on the herring schools, hut spring salmon were not
dried and it was tabu to keep them overnight. Seals pursuing
the spring salmon were alsc hunted.

In March or early April when it was observed that herring
would soon spawn, fences were prepared to collect the roe.
{(During the early historic pericd this event often ceccurred in
February.) - Heavy spawning usually lasted for four or five
days in one cove, but the her;inq spawned later at different
places in MNootka Sound, the last place being at ¥uguot (SIA).

At the end of the herring season sea weed (hacgets) was

collected. Migratory water fowl came in on their way nérth about

the end of the herring season and it was alsc about this time
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that some people moved from places such as Yuguot out to the
outer coasts to fish for halibut and hunt sea mammals.

2lthough hair seals could be hunted at almest any time
of the year, the favourite season was in the late spring when
people assenmbled at the outside villages such as £'as and tsaxsis.
Sea lions, porpoise, sea otters and, in recent times, fur
seals were hunted while the Nootkans inhabited the outside
keaches.

Whaling began in Ppril (or earlier). The most commonly e
hunted whale was the ma'ak which Drucker thought to be the
California grey. The humpback was alsc hunted in early
summar although it could be seen along the coasts at almost
any time of the year. Several other whales were also hunted,
bhut not the gperm or sulphur=bottom whale. Young whalars
hunted killer whales as a test of skill, but those taken were
caten because they were considered to taste good, very like a
rorpoise.

The gatherineg season began in the late spring when
salmonberry bush sprouts and other greens were sought eagerly
for the wvariety they added to the MNootkan diet. By early
summer the berry crops were ripening. Salmonberries were
the first to mature, then thi;Lleberries, red huckleberries,
klackberries, crankerxies, salal berries and finally winter
.‘t‘n.lt::fk:le'!:l:aJ:ri_xas.-E—:i:-f}_:!1:‘.!!1!&1&—3['l Clover patches were dug during the
late summer,; fern and skunk cabbage roots well into the  fall.
2ccording to contemporary sources, roots were more plentiful

near the inside than the outside sites.
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Shiners and a type of perch or other small fish schooled
in coves during the later part of the summer and were caught
in drives. Sea urchins were most plentiful during the
SUmmne 1T .

Acocording to Drucker, groups owning sockeyve, spring and
cocho salmon rivers began their fishing earlier than other
groups. Sockeve run in midsummer in certain rivers, spring
salmon shortly afterward. There are several minor runs of
coho although the main runs occur in the fall. By September
when the dog salmon run was well under way, all local groups
were at their fishing stations.

Although this schedule is basically true for the HNootka
Sound are§)as—a—§959§ali$%f variations <o occur. Sockeye
run in a few rivers but only one run ig of major importance
(Bentley n.d.). Up to 500 sockeye run at hisnit from May
tc October and less than 100 run at midtcki from June to
October; however, at a'amingas 2,000 to 10,000 sockeye run
from May to October, making i+t the only important sockeys
stream in the Mootka Sound area.

Only a few streams support fairly larce spring salmon
runs. At matc¥il an average of 3,000 spring salmon go upstream
from Septefber to October ané-at mowatcd an average of 2,500
ascent the river from Rugust to October inclusive as is the
case at a'amingas. Up to 1,000 spring salmon ascent Tahsis
Fiver from September to October.

Coheo run in large numbkers in sewveral sireams. At

a'amingas up to 7,000 run from July to December inclusive; at
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mateli 2,00 to 5,000 from Rugust to December inclusive; at
mowatcd up to 5,000 run from September to January inclusive

and 1,500 to 3,000 go up Tahsis FRiver from Aucust to February.
Furthermore, 1,000 to 2,000 go upstream at tsawun from Septenmber
to January. Coho were said to run at mowinis.

There are also several important runs of pinks. The
most impressive is at matcli where up to 150,000 pinks go
upstream from August to October inclusiwve and 3,000 go up
Tahsig Eiver in September and October; however pinks did not
run every year in every stream. In the Nootka Sound area
they appear on the even-numbered years, but some pinks have
been ohserved during odd-numbered vears. The only exception
is Conuma River, bordering mowatcd, which receives up to 1,500
pinks on both even and odd vears (Bentley n.d.).

The river at a'amingds supports a steel run of up to 3,000
fish and Tahsis River tp to 1,000 that run in both streams
year round. ‘The heaviest run in Tahsis River occurs during
the winter.

When discounting the fantastie pink run at mateli, chum
salmon runs are the largest runs in the Nootka Sound area.

For example, 5,000 to 15,000 chum go up Tahsis River from
September to December and S;EDU to 6,000 ascent nearby

Leiner River during the same period. At mowatcd 5,000 to 10,000
chum go upstream from September to ¥November inclusive and

2,000 to 5,000 go upstream at matcki from August to December

inclusive.
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When comparing the large and early runs of sockeye and
cohe at the Muchalat site of a'amingds and the huge run of
pinks at matc2i, it is evident why the Moachat were interested
in conguering Muchalat territory. The resulte would have
been the possession of salmon streams supporting large runs
of different species of salmon from May until December,
thus virtually assuring the possessors of & constant
supply of river salmon for more than half the year. This
plus the large schools of herring that freguent parts of Neotka
Sound, the sea mammals, shellfish and wate{jfowﬂ would surely
have guaranteed them more than a taste of the "good life."

Also during salmon spawning season, traps were set in
shallow places for diving ducks and gulls.

&t the winter villages, heavy rains often kept pecple
inside. Although this was the time for festivities, men
also fished for cod and set traps for kelpfish and perch and
hunted clams. Molluscs and other marine forms were gathered
during the winter, but some varieties were found near the
cuter beaches and were collected in spring and summer instead
of winter as noted in the Nootka Sound area during the early
historic pericd. Although wigter trapping of deer and fur-bearing
such as mink, marten and land otter was carried out during
ancient times, the importance of most fur-bearing land and sea
mammals increased during the period of European trade. It
was also during the winter that the most dead whales drifted

ashore.
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Most of the natural resources were seasonal, either
being obtained during annual migrations, as in the case of
salmon herring or wateﬁ:}owl, or chtainasbhle during periods when
the sea was relatively calm, as in the case of sea mammals
and halibut. Az Drucker noted, the seasonal nature of +the
food guest is reflected in the moon-count descriptions.
Cccasionally, & poor dog salmon or herring run followed
by an unusually stormy winter or spring would prevent people
from fishing for cod and halibut and quickly result in
privation. People would walk the beaches locking for codfish
heads left by seals and sea lions and storm-killed herring
and pilchards. They also collected and ate tinv mussels
from inner coves and bays and similar, normally disdained,
smaller molluscs as had Jewitt and Thompson. The spring was
often a leaner season than winter, but in general periods of
scarcity did not seem to Drucker to have been very frequent
and he characterized them primarily as periods of short
rations but seldom rezl starvation. Food was awailable most
of the time and it was frequently so abundant that the Nootkans

could not consume it all even with the most extravagant

Hevertheless, periods of scarcity did seem to be fregquent
a%—}e&s-z in Yuguot where they were described for a large
percentage of the years that the village was wvisited and
inhabited by Eurocpeans and Americans. Food was usually

plentiful during certain seasons, like the fall, but it was
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not so plentiful that it could not be consumed in extravagant
feasting. It would appear from the ethnohistoric record as
well as statemenis by present—day zrespondents that frequent
feasting followed by a stormy spring aznd summer brought
hardship (see Adams 1973: 90-92). ﬂIt has been either
inferred or observed from earliest contact that the Neootka
Sound people made seasonal moves to enable them to better tap
specific subsistence resource areas, to escape the harshness
of winter on the outer coast and, for short pericds of time,
to visit other groups for alliance festive purposes although
not all local groups or all members of all local groups moved
from place to place either before or after historic contact.
What does seen to emerge from the-datar is that mobility

for subsistence (and other) purposes has increased in the
Mootka Sound area since earliest times throucgh the process

of kinship-based local alliances and armed conflict always
initiated (it seems) by dominant "outside" groups (cf. Beardsley

B

Since ancient times the 1ratinﬁ§le hehindlﬂmtkarﬁiéettlement
.,

et al 1956) .,

¢

patterns was EF rat themselves in a position where they could
re fedly 2a 4,

exploit their envircnmentitejfhe—maximnm—ﬂxttnt pozasible
during all seasons while remaining a days' trawel or less at
any time of the year from each of their rescurce alternatives.
The major change through time is that the amount and guality
Dfiresources increased as their¥ectkEsrs' degree of access to

various resources increased. Mpst Nootkan groups had access
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to the same kind of resources within short distences of their

principal wvillages, but as time passed they strove to gain

one they were headed for.
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